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Introduction The study of humor dates back to the ancient times when Plato and Aristotle formulated first
theories as to why people laugh (Attardo 1994:18-19). In the course of centuries humor has become a complex
field of study with numerous researches that have been conducted in various disciplines (Schnurr 2010: 308-
309). Hence, humor has also been given attention in the field of linguistics, especially in its branches semiotics,
semantics and pragmatics. Due to the extensive research by linguists like Attardo (1994), Raskin (1985) or
Norrick (1993), verbal humor has become a thoroughly investigated field these days. While Raskin s (1985) and
Attordo s (1994) research focuses on humor theories as well as analyzing the nature of jokes from a linguistic
point of view, Norrick investigates the function of humor in the context of familiar conversations (Attardo 136-
137, 145). However, it was not until recently that linguists have engaged with the analysis of humor in sitcoms;
therefore comparatively few studies have been published in this area yet (Kalliomaki 2005: 4). This pragmatic
approach to humor aims at investigating if humorous situations in the American sitcom The Big Bang Theory
relate to the violation of the maxims of the cooperative principle. Moreover, this study analyzes which humor
strategies are produced by the violation of the Gricean cooperative maxims to elicit the audience s laughter.
The relevant research questions are: 1)Do humorous situations relate to the violation of the maxims of the Grice
s cooperative principle 2)If 1) is the...
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