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indexed. Not illustrated. 1912 Excerpt: .18, Cass county in the vicinity of Union on June 21, and Gage county in
the vicinity of Beatrice on June 20. All these reports told of fields with large areas entirely stripped by great
numbers of these worms working mostly at night. On June 17 | found these cutworms common in alfalfa fields
as far west as Lebanon in Red Willow county, and doing injury there. It was also reported as destructive in
eastern lowa, at Shenandoah, June 15, and from northeastern Kansas, so the outbreak was rather general.
Aside from these cases where attention was forced to the insect by its unusual destructiveness and abundance,
there were many fields where the cutworms were only moderately abundant, and, owing to their nocturnal
feeding habits were overlooked, the owner of the field usually attributing its slowness in starting a new growth
after the first cutting entirely to the dry weather. This extensive alfalfa feeding trait of the Variegated cutworm
is apparently a comparatively new habit with it, for while it has for many years been recognized as one of the
worst cutworm enemies of garden truck and fruit trees, it is only within the past twelve or fifteen years that it
has shown itself to be a formidable enemy of alfalfa, and its injuries to this crop have been largely confined to
the middle West. As early as 1885 it was very injurious to clover and timothy in eastern Kansas, and in 1900 there
was a...
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