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give us the squint of Wilkes, and the depressed nose and
protuberant cheeks of Gibbon. It would require a much higher
degree of skill to paint two such men as Mr. Canning and Sir
Thomas Lawrence, so that nobody who had ever seen them
could for a moment hesitate to assign each picture to its
original. Here the mere caricaturist would be at fault. He would
find in neither face any thing on which he could lay hold for the
purpose of making a distinction; for the difference lay in delicate
lineaments and shades, reserved for pencils of a rarer order.
There is hardly one of Shakespeare s characters which deviates
widely from the common standard, and which we should call
eccentric if we met it in real life. The silly notion that every man
has one ruling passion, and that this clue, once...
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