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filled with skilfully tempered light that glimmered on colored glasses and sparkled on silver; pillars and cornices
were decorated with artistic taste. A murmur of careless talk rose from the groups of fashionably dressed
women and prosperous men, and he heard a girl s soft laugh. All this struck a note of refined luxury that was
strange to Thirlwell, who had spent some years in the wilds, where the small, frost-bitten pines roll across the
rocks and muskegs of North Ontario. One lived hard up there, enduring arctic cold, and the heat of the short
summer, when bloodthirsty mosquitoes swarm; and ran daunting risks on the lonely prospecting trail. Now it
looked as if chance had offered him an easier lot; he could apparently choose between the privations of the
wilderness and civilized comfort, but while he grappled with a certain longing he knew this was not so. He had
adopted the pioneers Spartan code; one must stand by one s bargain, and do the thing one had undertaken.
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