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Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1838 Excerpt: .Butera gave a splendid fete at his palace on the Marina. Pascal Bruno,
the universal subject of conversation, was naturally spoken of, nor did the prince hear the stories which his
guests were relating of him without thinking of their extraordinary meeting under the gigantic chestnut. The
reader has already heard enough of the style of Prince Butera s living, and the unbound ed liberality of his
establishment, to comprehend what a fete given by him would be, when he had resolved to make it transcend
in splendour any thing of the sort which had preceded it. It would be ridiculous to attempt to give the details;
truth to be told, they far exceeded the most sanguine expectations of his guests, and presented to their
astonished sight, something like a bright vision, or rather, as if Palermo (where to this hour it is remembered
and talked of) had been for the occasion converted into a fairy-land. To give life and animation to the
unparalleled splendour of the scene--the brilliant rooms--the beautiful bosquets--the brightly illuminated
fountains playing in marble basins, round which the gayest groups were dancing to the sweetest music, the
performers of which were le  invisible, all the elite of Palermo, and their beautiful wives and daughters, dressed
in the most brilliant or most extravagant costumes, were invited; some came masked, others unmasked, but all
abandoning themselves to the beautiful illusion of the moment, gazing on the dance with delight, or listening
en raptured to...
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