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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.It is a common idea that the British West
Indies were a mine of wealth before the abolition of slavery, and since that event have been sinking into ruin. To
correct those erroneous impressions, | have carefully collected the following facts from authentic sources: -
Official Reports, returned to the British Parliament, prove that the outcry about ruin in the West Indies began
long before the abolition of slavery, and even before the abolition of the slave trade; and we ought, moreover,
never to forget that this outcry related solely to the ruin of the masters; nobody expended a thought upon the
ruin of their 800,000 laborers. As early as 1792, a Report to Parliament stated that, in the course of the
preceding twenty years, one hundred and seventy-seven estates in Jamaica had been sold for the payment of
debts; the cultivation of fifty-five had been abandoned; ninety-two were in the hands of creditors; and 80,021
executions, amounting to 22,500,000 sterling ($109,012,500), had been lodged in the provost marshal s office. In
1805, the Reports described the condition of the West India planters as one of increasing embarrassment, and
impending ruin. The Reports in 1807, 1808, 1812, 1830, and 1832, were still more lamentable. In 1830, four years
before emancipation, Lord Chandos presented to Parliament a petition from West India planters and
merchants, setting forth the extreme distress under which they labored. In his speech, in support of the petition,
he said, They are reduced to a state in which they are obliged earnestly to solicit relief from Parliament. It is not
possible for them to stand up against such a pressure any longer. Mr....
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